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After these preliminary general remarks on the poetry
of the latest epoch, we may pass to the consideration of
some of its chief representatives. For informa-
tion as to those who flourished before about
A.D. 1870 my chief sources have been the three
works of that industrious writer Rida-quli Khdn, poetically
surnamed Hidayat, to wit the large general bio-
graphy of Persian poets entitled Majnutifl-
Fusahd (" the Concourse of the Eloquent") ; the
smaller biography entitled Riyddiil-Arifin ("Gardens of
the Qnostics"), which deals chiefly with the
mystical poets ; and the Supplement to Mfrkh-
Wcind's Rawdatiis-Safd, which carries that well-
known general history down to about 1857 and was
already well advanced in 1272/1855-6, when the author
returned from the embassy to Khwirazm described in his
Safdrat-ndma, of which the Persian text was
published by the late M. Ch. Schefer with a
ment)              French translation in 1876-g1. At the end of

the ninth volume of the Rawdattis-Safd (the second of the
Supplement), which concludes the reign of Fath-*AH Shah,
several pages (unfortunately unnumbered, so that exact
references are impossible) are devoted to the notable states-
men, poets, theologians and other eminent men of that
period which sometimes contain biographical material
lacking in the two earlier monographs. From these three
sources, so far as they extend, the following particulars are
chiefly drawn, but I have also made use of a rare manu-
script work (possibly an autograph) entitled
Tadhkira-i-Dilgushd, a biography of con-
temporary poets by Mfrzd 'All Akbar of
Shiriz, who himself wrote poetry under the pen-name of

1 Brief notices of these and other published works of the same author
will be found in Mr E. Edwards's excellent Catalogue of the Persian
printed books in the British Museum (London, 1922), columns 631-2.